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Instructions for Authors
Please do not use your own template – simply use this template and delete whatever is not needed. Please submit your manuscript through the web-based Conference Management Programme ConfTool using the following links (please do not send your documents by e-mail):
· Abstract accepted for Oral Presentation (Full Paper mandatory in order to present):
https://www.conftool.org/imwa2027/index.php?page=newPaper&form_contributiontypeID=11&newpaper=true
· Abstract accepted for Poster Presentation (Full Paper optional): 
https://www.conftool.org/imwa2027/index.php?page=newPaper&form_contributiontypeID=1&newpaper=true
The Submission Deadline for your full Paper is 17 February 2027.
Manuscripts must be presented in camera-ready form, written in correct English language by using this template. The filename of your manuscript should consist of your name and the ConfTool ID of your accepted contribution. Ensure that an original English speaker corrects your English! Please submit your paper as an electronic file written in a Microsoft Word document (DOC, DOCX). Maximum length is six pages DIN A4 format, including figures, tables and references.
You may submit additional electronic material that you want to be published on the WVTF and IMWA web pages. In that case, zip all your files, submit them through ConfTool, and then let us know how to handle the supplementary material.
Your manuscript format should conform to the following rules (please also visit http://www.IMWA.info/faqs.html, http://www.IMWA.info/notes-for-contributors.html or http://www.wolkersdorfer.info/docs/tips_and_tricks.pdf for details on how to write your paper and https://www.wolkersdorfer.info/helpful-lines.html for mine water related help):
Please use our predefined Word Styles which consist of:
Title of the article (Calibri, 14, Bold)
Author(s) of the article (Cambria, 11, Normal)
Address of the author(s) (Cambria, 10, Italic)
Abstract (Cambria, 11, Bold)
Your abstract must be written in English and should not exceed 100 words (your longer initial abstract was used by the Programme Committee to determine if your paper fits the Congress themes). Note that the abstract is informative and should not replace the summary, conclusions or results sections.
Text: The text of the paper should be arranged in logical order, consistent with its extent and concept. All figures and tables must be placed directly in the text (instead of using copy and paste, you should use copy – paste special extended metafile or extended WMF).
Formatting: avoid underlining, because this crosses through the lower parts of the letters such as q, p, g (descenders). Use italics or bold instead. If you really want to underline, make sure you don’t cross through letters with descenders. Remove all your hyperlinks to e-mail addresses and web pages!
Figures and graphs should be numbered according to their sequence in the text. Figures and photos can be in colours but will be printed in black and white. Only high-quality photos will be accepted. Do not use your screen to verify if an image is of good quality as your screen has only a low resolution compared to printing. As a rule, your images need to be at least 2000 pixels in width to be printed in good quality. Do not format your document by placing figures in text blocks or in tables! Figures must always be placed as shown in the example below!
References
All references to publications made in the text must be presented in a list of references at the end of the text. Citation of references in the text should include the author’s name (without initial) and year of publication. Please do not use numbers for references. (Cambria, 10, Normal)

1

a
Style Template – How to write a Six-Page Full Paper for
IMWA 2027
Zuzana Bártová1, Christian Wolkersdorfer2
1Institute of Geotechnics, SAS, Watsonova 45, 04001 Košice, Slovakia, bartova@saske.sk, ORCID 0000-0001-9918-1224
2South African Research Chair for Acid Mine Drainage Treatment, Tshwane University of Technology (TUT), Private Bag, X680, Pretoria, 0001, South Africa, christian@wolkersdorfer.info, ORCID 0000-0003-2035-1863
Abstract
This short text explains how to write and format a six-page paper to submit to the International Mine Water Association (IMWA) Congress in Košice, Slovakia, in 2027. It provides examples of correctly formatted text, graphs and figures. Finally, it notes that authors who fail to submit full papers of up to six pages will not be given the opportunity to give an oral presentation.
Keywords: IMWA 2027, full paper, writing, tables, figures, references
Introduction 
IMWA 2027 is expected to attract between 250 and 350 delegates from around the world to the world’s leading Mine Water Congress. To ensure consistency in the format of the proceedings and the website, authors are requested to use the IMWA 2027 full paper template. The following are the most important points to consider when writing your paper. If you do not submit your paper in time via our conference management tool, ConfTool, our reviewers will not have enough time to review it, and it will not appear in the proceedings. Generally, only authors who submit a full paper will be given the opportunity to give an oral presentation. Before submitting your paper to IMWA 2027, please delete the first two pages of the template and ensure the pages are numbered using Arabic numerals.
IMWA will not accept any plagiarism or self-plagiarism. Should we identify substantial similarities to papers published earlier – no matter if from you or other authors –, your manuscript will not be accepted for publication. 
Methods 
While writing your paper, refer to the IMWA FAQs, which can be accessed via the link on the first page of this template. According to Citafix (2007), all references must be cited in the text and listed in the References section. Note that there should be no comma between the author and the year (please use the Springer Nature author–year reference style, as used in the journal Mine Water and the Environment). In addition, ensure that your full paper includes at least three references (Completofix, 1976). Please use this template – there is no need to design your own. Ensure that you use the designed styles and do not try to manually create new formats or formatting.
Do not use spaces, empty lines or multiple tabs to format your text. Use the tab functions and paragraph formatting tools provided by your word processor instead. Use italics or bold only if you need to highlight portions of your text. A complete formatting example is provided in the included stylesheet. Make sure you also use the Word styles provided in this template.
Remember that a proper paragraph should contain at least two sentences. If you want to present several facts in a list, use bullet points. Furthermore, good writing avoids using the article ‘the’ at the beginning of sentences but uses transitional phrases instead.
Please also make sure you follow the following instructions, which we further explain in the appendix:
1. avoid the term “heavy metals”
2. avoid the word “significant” unless you did a statistical test
3. avoid the word “impact” unless for “environmental impact” or “meteorite impact”
4. avoid the term “decant” – the correct word is “discharge”
5. Avoid the term “stratifugic water” – the correct word is “stratum water”
6. use a capital L for liter (litre)
7. there must always be a space between the number and unit and units must be abbreviated according to the SI guidelines
8. pH has no unit (never!)
9. the units ppm or ppb are not allowed any more
10. these words must not be used in the plural: pyrite, sulfate, nitrate, phosphate
11. write: sulfate not sulphate, sulfide not sulphide
12. write µS or µg or µL and not uS, ug or uL
13. it must be kg, kW, km
14. abbreviations for second, hour and year are s, h, a and they have no plural
15. figures and legends must not have frames
16. there is no space between a number and % or ° (but it must be 12 °C, because °C is a unit)
17. make sure you write °C correctly
18. the symbol for “is similar” is ≈
19. don’t use ~ when you want to express a range of numbers
20. et al. always must have a dot at the end
21. avoid “etc.” at the end of lists
22. the correct multiplication sign is ×
23. make sure you are always using the citation format requested by the publisher or organiser (in our case the “Mine Water and the Environment” style)
24. convert all imperial units to SI units
25. Avoid the term “salinity” when you mean the water’s “mineralisation”
26. always follow the manuscript instructions provided by the publishers or organiser
Figures
All figures must be referenced at least once in the text (Fig. 1). Please do not draw in Word but use an external graphics programme instead. Do not copy and paste graphs; instead, use ‘Paste’ → ‘Paste Special’ and select ‘Extended Metafile’ or ‘Extended WMF’. An even better solution is to save your graph to your hard drive and import it into Word. Please also bear in mind that low-quality JPG files should not be used as they are optimised for screen resolution rather than printing. Always use high-quality figures with a width of at least 2000 pixels, or even better, use a vector format such as EPS or WMF. Do not frame your figures but remove frames from your manuscript. Do not place figures side by side within tables. All figures must be placed ‘In Line with Text’, one after the other. When using graphs from spreadsheet programmes, remove the lines from the graph border and legend. Also remove all grid lines from the graph and ensure that any abbreviations used are explained in the caption.
Your document will be imported into a professional desktop publishing system, where the text, figures, and tables will be placed for you. Do not use Word’s layout functions for graphs or tables to place your figures. Figures must be placed as shown in the example below.
[image: ]
Figure 1 Mine water discharge from the Nižná Slaná mine.
Tables
Your tables should be formatted with three lines only: one above the title, one below the title, and one at the end of the table (Tab. 1). Please remove all other horizontal or vertical lines to help us keep your tables as simple as possible. In many cases, simple tables can be replaced with one or two lines of text, saving space for your content.
[bookmark: _bookmark1]Table 1 Mean values (average ± SD) of selected kinetic parameters from replicated incubations of At. ferrivorans, At. ferrooxidans, L. ferriphilum in media with ferrous iron (modified after Kupka et al. 2023).

	[bookmark: _bookmark0]Temperature,
°C
	Bacterial strain
	Specific growth rate μ, 
h-1
	qFe2+, 
mol Fe2+ C- mol-1
	Ks/Ki

	5
	At. ferrivorans
	0.008 ± 0.002
	–
	0.101 ± 0.04

	10
	At. ferrooxidans
	0.011 ± 0.001
	0.936 ± 0.192
	0.083 ± 0.027

	15
	L. ferriphilum
	0.031 ± 0.003
	2.605 ± 0.176
	0.068 ± 0.008

	20
	At. ferrooxidans
	0.052 ± 0.004
	3.445 ± 0.185
	0.053 ± 0.004



Formatting References
Please ensure that you follow the referencing style provided in the “Methods” and the “References” section below. If you are using reference management software (e.g. EndNote or Mendeley), use the “Mine Water and the Environment” style sheet. Do not use numbers, the Harvard referencing system, the built-in MS Word referencing method, or any other referencing style that differs from that used in this template. If you are using EndNote, you can use our EndNote output style: www.IMWA.info/endnote.
Conclusions
To write a properly formatted full paper of up to six pages for IMWA 2027, please follow the above instructions. Failure to do so will require a lot more effort to reformat your text and may result in your document being late for final publication, which could result in your paper being omitted from the proceedings volume. Only authors whose full papers appear in the proceedings volume will have the opportunity to give an oral presentation at the Congress.
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Appendix
Most of the above listed writing tips are based on the recommendations of IUPAC and the SI association (The Bureau International des Poids et Mesures). They are not IMWA specific but are standard scientific notations. You might want to keep them in mind for all your future work. A more detailed description of how to work with manuscripts is provided in http://bit.ly/WolkesTipsTricks.
Here are now the explanations: 
1. According to IUPAC the term “heavy metals” must not be used any more, as it has 40 different definitions and therefore is scientifically unclear. See: DUFFUS, J.H.  2002. “Heavy Metals” – A meaningless term? Pure Appl. Chem., 74(5):793–807, doi:10.1351/pac200274050793.
2. Avoid the term “significant” unless you conducted a statistical test. Use “substantial” or “relevant” for example or any other suitable expression.
3. Avoid the term “impact” please. Only use it for “meteorite impacts” and “environmental impact” – no other use is recommended. Use “influence” or “effects” for example.
4. Decant is an active process by which a liquid from one container is decanted into another container. Mine water flows out passively, therefore it is discharging and not decanting.
5. Stratum water is water flowing within the strata, whilst stratifugic water are metal enriched deep fluids that evolve during diagenesis from the compaction of metal enriched sediments and subsequently form ore deposits such as the Mississippi Valley Type deposits (Bethke, 1986). 
6. The abbreviation for litre is a capital L, not a small l or an ℓ (the latter commonly used in South Africa). Consequently, g/l and mg/l or g/ℓ and mg/ℓ must be corrected to g/L and mg/L or, alternatively, g L-1 or mg L-1 (this follows a 1979 recommendation of the CGPM – Conférence Générale des Poids et Mesures)
7. There must always be a space between the number and unit (The Bureau International des Poids et Mesures 2019).
8. pH has no unit, as it is a logarithm and logarithms have no unit. It even hasn’t the unit “s.u.” (‘standard unit’, ‘sine unitas’) – what you can or should write in tables or figures might be “–” where the unit should be.
9. Instead of ppm, ppb or ppt for liquids use mg/L, µg/L or ng/L. The Bureau International des Poids et Mesures (2019) recommends that “the terms ppb and ppt are best avoided” because “their meanings are language dependent” and therefore confusing. In addition, when used for water it is not clear if the “parts per” relates to the mass or the volume of the water. ISO 31-0 recommends avoiding the terms ppm, ppb and ppt at all. Therefore, it is recommended not to use any “part per” units for water.
10. There are simply no pyrites, and no sulfates or nitrates in water.
11. IUPAC requests to use sulfate not sulphate or sulfide not sulphide (doi:10.1351/goldbook)
12. Write µS or µg or µL and not uS, ug or uL (The Bureau International des Poids et Mesures 2019)
13. The prefix for the kilo is a small k, not a capital one: km, not Km or KM and kg and not Kg or KG. Yet, the prefix mega is a capital M: ML (megalitre) and mL (millilitre) are not the same! The capital K is used for the unit Kelvin (The Bureau International des Poids et Mesures 2019).
14. Use SI units without exception and do not explain them in the text. Second, minute, hour, day and year are written s, min, h, d, a respectively. All units, except for the L for litre and the units derived from the names of persons (e.g. S, Pa, V, A), are written in lowercase letters.
15. Nearly all journals require figures without frames. If frames are needed, the journal will add them for you.
16. The symbols %, ‰ or °, when used by itself, are no units and therefore directly follow the number: the acid’s concentration is 10%, the dip angle is 34°, the δ18O was –3.1‰
17. Use the correct symbol for degrees, which is the shortcut key ALT + 0176 (°); avoid the shortcut key ALT + 0186 (º) or any other symbol such as a small o or a 0 in superscript.
18. The symbol for “is similar to” is not the ~ symbol, but ≈, which you can find in MS Word by going to “Insert” > “Symbol”. Symbols that you use frequently are saved by Word and show up when you use “Insert” > “Symbol”.
19. The symbol ~ is reserved for “is proportional to”. When you want to express a range of numbers use “–” or “…”.
20. When a paper has been written by more than two authors, you usually name only the first one and then you write et al. which, depending on the gender of the authors, means et alia, et aliae or et alii (and others) and therefore the al. has a period at the end. Please don’t write ‘et. al’ or ‘et. al.’ or ‘et al’.
21. Avoid “etc.” (et cetera) at the end of lists, but start your list with “e.g.” (exempli gratia) instead or rewrite the sentence (in the first case the reader might think the author failed to have more ideas and in the second case the reader assumes the author thoroughly thought about his list and selected the most important items).
22. The correct multiply sign is × (shortcut key ALT + 0215), not the letter x or the symbol *
23. Make sure you are always using the citation format requested by the publisher or organiser.
24. Convert all imperial units to SI units: the flow was 12.4 USgpm (47 L/min).
25.  The term “salinity” should be restricted to seawater, and its calculation assumes that the water is of the Na-Cl type. However, this is rarely the case for non-seawater, so the term “mineralisation” should be used instead, as it is independent of the primary ions in the water.
26. always follow the manuscript instructions provided by the publishers or organiser.
We hope that list helps to improve your future papers – it unquestionably will help copy editors to work with your manuscript and make reviewers happier.
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